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Mondale and the message: delivered

JAMES WIEGHART

ONN—Since the North Atlantic Treaty

Organization was formed in 1949, it has
been regarded as the bulwark against Soviet
expansionism in Europe and the front line of the
defense of the United States from possible attack by
Russia.

There have been alarms and excursions between
the East and West since then, particularly over the
free status of West Berlin, which is a Western out-

gost deep inside

'ommunist East Ger-

CAPITOL STUFF many, but West Ber-

il lin has survived

blockades, harassment and even the hideous Berlin

Wall, and NATO has served its function of preserving
the peace.

However, In recent years there has been Increas-
ing concern among Western military experts that
NATO’s defensive forces were in danger of being
outmatched by a steady military buildup in the Com-
munist counterpart or ization, the Soviet i
Warsaw Pact.

Vice President in effect, i that
concern in his speech to the NATO Council in Brus-
sels on Monday when he acknowledged the continu-
ing Soviet military buildup and said: “The growth of
Soviet military power makes us keenly aware of the
need for the NATO alliance to modernize and im-

The new Alaskan oil rush -

A reservoir to rival the pipeline boom?

prove its defenses.” Mondale went on to pledge
that, despite Presi Carter’s i to cut
the size of the U.S. defense budget, there would be
no cutback in funds allocated to NATO and, in fact,
Carter was willing to A i

dinate their military activities closely with NATO, the
separation has weakened the military alliance.

even more serious potential problem is the possibility
that Communist ies will win coalition roles in the

for NATO's def if were
also made by those member nations who could afford
to do so, particularly West Germany and Norway.

In numbers alone, NATO's military vulnerability
Is obvious. In central Europe, the Warsaw Pact can
field about 950,000 troops, about 150,000 more than
NATO. The Communist forces have about twice as
many tanks, most of them of better quality than
those of the West, and they have an advantage in
tactical air power, about 2,900 planes to 2,300 for
NATO.

L ]

Some Western liberals di such

g0 of Italy and France in the next few

years.

Perhaps the internal stresses and strains in both
military alliances are simply signs that it is finally
time,

the peace in post-World
have shown little
inclination to pull back, and there is no evidence that
they would follow suit if the United States unilateral-
Iy v]rlthd.'rew its greea from NATO.
t

ments, pointing out with some justification that they
are not comparable on the ground that the Soviets
will never be able to count on the loyalty of the East
European forces. They point out that Soviet troops
had to be used to put down rebellions in Hungary in
1956 and in Czechoslovakia in 1964. But this argu-
ment is weakened by the fact that Russian ground
forces make up about half of the Warsaw Pact troop
strength, and the Soviets, with ground forces twice
the size of the U.S. and deployed much closer to the
scene, can quickly be put into action.

Also, NATO too is afflicted with its share of inter-
nal problems. Both France and Greece have pulled
their troops out of NATO and even though both coor-

en, that a pullback will have to be
done gradually and in unison. This is precisely
goal of the mutual and balanced force reductions
talks that have sputtered along without much
progress for some time now. For such negotiations to
succeed, there has to be some incentive for the Sovi-
ets to agree to begin withdrawing forces. A general
weakening of NATO forces or the unilateral with-
drawal of American troops would be counterproduc-
tive to the goal of mutual withdrawal. That, in es-
sence, was Mondale’s message to the NATO Council,
and one of the primary reasons he was dispatched to
Europe by Carter only three days after the new
administration took office was to deliver that mes-
sage

JACK ANDERSON
and LES WHITTEN

ASHINGTON—High above
America’s last untouched
wilderness in Alaska, oil company
planes are flying reconnaisance mis-
sions in earch of a vast new reservoir
of hidden oil.
0il already has been spotted seep-
ing out of the ground in small pools,
according to our sources, on the wind-
swept tracts of the Arctic Wildlife
Range. The oil companies believe there
may be as much additional oil under-
neath the range as already has been
tapped for the Alaskan pipeline. The
high-flying geologists are focusing on a
massive, dome-shaped structure under-
ground, which may be hiding a great

strategic importance for nuclear explo-
sives, either as the core or as the re-
flector of a nuclear device,” the study
warns. “However, neptunium is mnot
classified as a strategic material, and
therefore doe; not have the customary
‘ds and -
The Nuclear Regulator Commission
doesn't dispute these conclusions. But
an NRC ki said the i
sion is not worried because there isn't
enough neptunium in private hands to
make a nuclear bomb. Scientists esti-
mate it would take over 100 pounds of
the material to produce an explosion.
But Resnikoff warns that private nu-
clear reactors have the capability to
produce much mere neptunium, which
would then be vulnerable to theft by
terrorists. The element is now used
commercially in the production of
pacemakers and satellites.
P, 7.

pool of ojl. Envir
groups, meanwhile, have also been
alerted and are preparing for an epie
battle to save the wilderness area from
development. They want to protect the
caribou herds, giant polar bears and
flocks of wildfowl that make their
home on the wildlife range.
Meanwhile, the oil companies are
quietly pressuring the Interior Depart-
ment, our sources say, to open up the
wildlife range for exploratory drilling.
For the moment, the oil giants have
run into a wall. Our sources say the
Interior Department has refused to con-
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The U.S. embassy in Panama may

be getting ready to prepare the resi-
dents of the Canal Zone for a transfer-
of sovereignty to Panama. At least an

1l report r that the
State Department wage a propaganda
campaign to sell a new treaty to the
embattled residents.

We recently cited classified State

the econo:

Panama’s

Department cables which reported that
ama is “flounder-
ing” as a result of internal mismanage-
ment. To divert the people’s attention
from their growing economic problems,

x ili dictator,
Torrijos, is expected to begin clamor-

ing more loudly for sovereignty over
the Panama Canal. President Carter,
who wants to sign a new treaty in the
explosive Canal zone, will find himself
walking a diplomatic tightrope be-
tween Panamanian demands and US.
expectations.

Omar

In pity city, a kid who has his dreams

the politicans are to blame for the fiscal erisis because they
WILLIAM REEL

borrowed money they knew they could mnever repay, the
mm:{ltsm.'_uuldigunrehim_ P

OU'VE HEARD of the silly season. Weli, what

we're going through right  now—we’ve been

sider any leasing of the arétic range
because it may be designated as a
wilderness area. The decision is now
up to Cecil Andrus, the new Interior
secretary, who was a champion of envi-
ronmentalists as governor of Idaho.

who could blame
ang going through it for years, actually— is the self-pity if you became a wine, take dope, be a slob.
Nuli!:‘:srt folum:sr, we have reported  SEASOR. ‘."‘l';‘ 'mo:g“od p'ersemﬁoyn mp s e ywl;efl‘,m all poor people buy this
that terrorists are trying to get their ~ Of SPace in the media. Media that New York is still B Sy ko
hands on American nuclear weapons. T
Yet the nation’s nuclear stockpiles are

dangerously vulnerable, government
investigators believe, with sloppy se-
eurity that could be breached by deter-
mined extremists.

Federal officials have concentrated
on safeguarding plutonium, which ean
be used to make nuclear bombs. But
there is another element, called mep-
tunium, which can also be used to
make nuclear weapons. Unlike plutoni-
um and uranium, however, neptunium
is not subject to tough federal security
measures. Incredibly, the dangerous
element has been left off the federal
list of “special nuclear materials.”

We have obtained an unpublished
study which warns of the dangers of
neptunium. It was conducted by Dr.
Marvin Resnikoff, a Buffalo nuclear
Bﬂ%ﬂmﬁn who works fg tge New York |,

c erest Resear: sroup. “It ap-
likely .that (neptunium) has
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